
 

 

 

     We are forever getting busier !   City Line Vet 

is seeking to add 3 additional staff members to our 

Team : a Certified Veterinary Technician, an Exam 

Room Assistant  (training will be provided), and a 

Kennel Attendant.  Qualified applicants are      

welcome to apply at www.Indeed.com  or call 

309-524-5696 to check on a submitted application.                       

Our staff are friendly, love animals, and work well 

and enthusiastically together as a Team.   
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MAY Pet Health          

Observances:  

¶ Lyme Disease      

Prevention Month  

¶ National Pet Month  

¶ Chip Your Pet Month  

¶ May 2-8  Be Kind to 

Animals Wk;  Natõl 

Pet Wk; Dog Anxiety 

Awareness Wk  

¶ May 3 Specially-abled 

Pets Day 

¶ May 8  Natõl Animal 

Disaster                

Preparedness Day  

¶ May 20 Natõl Rescue 

Dog Day  

          City Line staff  are excitedly awaiting 

the June 1st arrival of Abby Swanson, 

DVM .  She is a familiar face at City Line, 

having worked with us a Veterinary Techni-

cian before  entering Vet School at Iowa 

State University four years ago.  She returns 

to our open arms as  Doctor Abby Swanson 

and we can hardly wait!!!    Read more about 

Dr. Swanson in our July newsletter.      

                 

 Congratulations Dr. Swanson!!!!  

Boarding & Daycare Booming  
      City Line has become a popular spot for dogs 

and cats who need a home away from home while 

their folks are at work or away on vacation.  Our 

kennel staff are used to a òfull houseó and are 

looking forward to a busy spring and summer with 

our outdoor pools, doggy beds, and play gear at 

the ready.   

    Holiday weekends are coming up quickly 

ñ reserve EARLY for Memorial Day, July 

4th, and even Labor Day -- also for any    

summer vacation plans you may be making.  

Day Care reservations are also a good idea be-

cause we have been reaching our òfulló  capacity 

often.  Please PLAN AHEAD and call us to discuss 

your needs.  We hate to disappoint our clients!   

Check out our new 1/2 day and 10 day      

package rates.  We  hope to see you soon  at 

our pet  òplace to be.ó         

                       

Tours are    

encouraged.  

Stop in to visit 

anytime!                                             



 

 

 Theyõre BackñTime for Ticks is NOW 
    Ticks have 

been    

waiting out 

the winter 

and now 

th at temps 

are warming 

and days are 

lengthening, 

theyõre looking for their next blood meal!  In 

May, tick nymphs emerge and join adult ticks 

to make May the òtickiestó month of 

the year .  The CDC is warning of a particu-

larly severe season of tick-borne diseases.  

The  number of Lyme disease  cases has 

spiked, approaching epidemic proportions.  

In our area, black-legged deer ticks, which 

transmit Lyme disease , are a prime     

concern.  Climate change and warming of 

our planet have expanded their populations 

to the Midwest.  Scientists   predict that 

rising temperatures will likely increase the 

number of Lyme disease cases 20% by the 

middle of this century.  TAKE NOTE PET 

OWNERS : Ticks are a force to be 

reckoned with.  

         Ticks most often attach to the head, 

neck, armpits, legs, paws, underbellies, or 

around the anal area.  Once a tick attaches 

itself and bites your pet,  disease may be 

transmitted in as little as 3-6 hours.  It is 

very important to discover and        

remove the tick as soon as possible.  

Dogs and cats that go outside should be 

checked daily  during tick seasonñ spring 

thru fall, or year round in warmer climates.      

When a tick bites, it buries its head in the 

skin.  It is  necessary to remove the  ENTIRE 

tick.  Use a tweezers to grasp the sides near 

where the head       

attaches.  Pull 

directly          

upwardñ DO 

NOT TWIST.  If the tick head breaks off, 

seek assistance from your veterinarian.   

     Once your pet  becomes infected, 

signs of Lyme disease may not appear 

for 2 -5 months.  After that, typical    

symptoms  include: fever; loss of appetite; 

joint swelling, tenderness, or pain; lameness;  

decreased activity; lethargy (low energy or 

increased sleepiness) ; cough; diarrhea with       

                                  (Continue on Page 3)              
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Of all the animals, man is the only one that is cruel.  He is 

the only one that inflicts pain for the pleasure of doing it. 

It is a trait that is not known to the higher  animals.         

                                                     Mark Twain  

     
 

COVID NEWS  

§ A house cat in Arkansas 

recently  tested positive 

for Covid 19.   Reminder: anyone 

who has or might have Covid needs 

to limit close contact with cats! 

§ Covid has caused a 10% surge in pet 

ownership. Combined with a vet 

shortage (IL has the 10th lowest   

concentration of vets in the US), vets 

are experiencing  high degrees of 

stress.  Services are often delayed as 

they are unable to keep up with the     

demand!  Moral of the story: 

please be patient and kind to 

your vet and his/her staff.  

§ We continue to observe Covid 19 

precautions which include wearing 

masks at ALL times inside our clinic 

and  maintaining social distance from 

staff and other clients.   

     If you are planning on boarding 

over Memorial Day weekend, 

drop-off is up to 5:30 PM Friday 

the 28th; Saturday the 29th until 

3:00 PM; or Sunday the 30th until 

Noon. Pick-up is as early as 6:30 

AM on Tuesday, June 1.  

 

                       



 

 

Garden Season: Be Aware of Plant -based Toxins  

 

Lyme Disease Prevention  

    As you plan your garden and landscaping, 

be aware that many popular plants, vines, 

and shrubs pose a serious poisoning threat   

to dogs and/or cats.  Nurseries are full of 

inviting items that would surely enhance the 

beauty of our yards.  Yet toxicity lurks in 

many of our favorites.  Here are just of few: 

daffodils, tulips, iris, crocuses, hyacinths, 

daylilies, foxgloves, laurels, rhododendrons, 

rhubarb, lilies of the valley, Boston and  

English ivy, Yarrow, hydrangeas, chrysanthe-

mums , lantana, clematis, begonias, morning  

glories, yarrow, daisies, burning bush, yews, 

Sago palms 

(pictured), some  

varieties of 

herbs, and many 

more.   A     

complete list is 

available online 

from the ASPCA  

along with signs  

of toxicity to watch for and actions required 

should your pet ingest any of these toxic 

plants. www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-

poison-control/dogs-plant -list.  

    Always err on the side of caution when 

choosing plants.  Side effects  range from 

mild gastrointestinal irritation to GI bleed-

ing, seizures, blood clots, paralysis, organ 

failure and death.  It just takes a few minutes 

to look up those lovely-looking plants to 

make sure theyõre not on the toxic list! 
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(Continued from Page 2) 

blood; nose bleeds; local skin infection or 

inflammation.  Animals usually do not get 

the  bullseye skin rash common in humans.   

Report signs of illness to your          

veterinarian PROMPTLY.    

        PREVENTION, as always, is the 

key to preventing Lyme disease.  Work 

with your veterinarian to decide which flea 

and tick preventative product is best for 

your pet.  Discuss the advisability of       

vaccinating for Lyme disease ñ  factors 

to consider are your petõs overall health, 

lifestyle, and exposure risks.  An initial dose 

is given, followed by a booster 2-4 weeks        

later, and annual boosters after that.  

     If  possible, avoid areas where ticks 

might beñ tall grasses, marshes, and   

wooded areas.  Keep your lawn well    

maintained and trim shrubbery.  Remove 

tree or plant debris and eliminate any  

standing water.  Even though your yard is 

tidy, the risk may not be eliminated.  Ticks 

get around!    Be sure to keep on schedule 

with flea and tick preventatives and        

REMEMBER  ñ  NO PRODUCT        

REPLACES SKIN CHECKS!     

Ode to a Walk  

 

I smell the air, I smell the dew,          

I smell that rock, I smell your shoe,  

I smell the leaves, I smell a slug,        

I  smell the dirt, I inhale a bug,          

I smell the grass, I  smell each and    

every blade.  I smell a butt.    hey, 

itõs Lou!  I smell frustration. Oh hey, 

thatõs you !    I sniff, I snort,  I even snuff  

and with every scent my nose does sing.           

But you say sharply,                             

Itõs been two hours. 

So letõs smell what the next foot           

of our walk does bring.    

 

Adapted from I Could Chew on This 


